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Decision Algorithm

Type 1: No Skin Loss Type 3: Total Flap Loss

Linear or Flap Tear which can be 

cover the wound bed

Total Flap loss exposing the 

Treatment Options in Accordance with Local Wound Conditions

Classify (measure 
& document)

Control Bleeding

Goals of Treatment

• Treat the cause
•

protocol

• Moist wound healing
• Avoid trauma
• Protect periwound skin

• Manage exudate
•
• Pain control

Skin Tears

Assess

Cleanse

Approximate 
Wound Edges

International Skin Tear Advisory Panel (ISTAP) 
Working towards a world without skin tears.

www.skintears.org @SkinTears@ISTAP @skin-tears


